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who wrested from the Qin the vast empire it had created were not bent simply 

on restoring the old order of things. 

tic families of the older feudal states ie Zhou, macy had ae 

een re cri proved fatal to the Qin phar eae came not 

from the ranks of the old aristocracy but from the common people. Chen She, 

who led the first major revolt against Qin rule, was a day laborer in the fields. 

Liu Ji, the man who finally set up the Han dynasty after destroying both the 

Qin and rival rebel factions, was likewise of humble origin, as were most of his 

comrades who fought with ny to victory. 

ons, while Saar intact much of the rest of its 

el the new r 8 

The early years of the Han were marked by a long, slow struggle to recover 

for the empire the advantages of the harsh unification effected by the Oin 

and to establish them firmly in the pattern of Chinese society. The Qin had 

abolished the enfeoffment system in one sweeping stroke, yet it arose again 

among the followers and family of the founder of the Han, whose successors 

had to set about quietly and patiently whittling away at feudal rights and 

holdings until they were finally and for all time reduced to an empty for- 

mality. The great web of central government, held together by the terror of 

Oin’s laws and the personal power of its First le BE had Shes be disinte- 

tibiighes in which, again, the Han succeeded in cote by gradual 

and peaceful means, what the violent proscriptions of the Qin had failed to 

secure. 

JIA YI: “THE FAULTS OF QIN” 

The following excerpt is from the celebrated essay “The Faults of Qin” (“Guo Qin 

lun”), by the Han poet and statesman Jia Yi (201-168? B.c.z.). Jia Yi, employing the 

florid style popular at this time, reviews the history of Qin and Saas uss causes of 

its precipitous ana Note, however, that! ith the Q 

but primarily with the fai ler of the empire and the Second 
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(Duke Xiao of Oin, séquestered in the natural stronghold of Yaohan and based 
in the land of Yongzhou,' with his ministers in proper array, eyed the House of 
Zhou with the thought of rolling up the empire like a mat, enveloping the 
entire universe, pocketing all within the Four Seas, and sou nd every- 
thing i in all Eight Directions: At the time a 

inherited the legacy and 

south, Ba and Shu in the west, fertile lands in the east, and other strategic areas 

in the north... . 

of power and ordered a in the Six Directions, pitied 

into submission.and. thus spreading his might through the Four Seas. . . . He 

then abolished the ways of ancient sage kings and put to the torch the writing 

of the Hundred Schools in an attempt to keep the people in ignorance.’ He 

collected all the arms of the realm at Xianyang and had the spears and arrow- 

heads melted down to form twelve ee statues in human form — all with the 

S 

diers‘in strategic array to one all who passed. With the empire hess pac- 

ified, the First Emperor believed that, with the capital secure within the pass 

and prosperous cities stretching for ten thousand Ji, he had indeed created an, 

imperial structure to be enjoyed by his royal descendants for ten thousand 

enerations to c 
ven after the death of the First Emperor, his reputation continued to sway 

the people. Chen She was a man who grew up in humble circumstances in a 

hut with broken pots for windows and ropes as door hinges and was a mere 

hired field hand and roving conscript of mediocre talent. He could neither 

1. Yaohan refers to the mountain pass linking Mount Yao and the Hangu Pass in present-day 

He’nan, near Tongguan in Shaanxi province. Yongzhou was one of nine provinces occupied by 

the Qin, consisting of most of present-day Shaanxi and portions of Gansu and Qinghai. 

2. See ch. 7, pp. 193-98. 

3. See ch. 7, pp. 209-210. 

4. See ch. 7, p. 210. 
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equal the worth of Confucius and Mozi nor match the wealth of Tao Zhu or 

Yi Dun, yet, even stumbling as he did amidst the ranks of common soldiers 

and shuffling through the fields;:h d motley.crowd.and | 

a mob of several hun to turn upon the Qin. down trees to make 

weapons, and hoisting their flags on garden poles, they had the whole world 

come to them like gathering clouds, with people bringing their own food and 

following them like shadows. These men of courage from the East rose together, 
q ished the House of Oin. 

Achially the Oink empire was be no means small and weak, having always 

been secure within the pass in Yongzhou. Moreover, Chen She’s position was 

far below the level of respect commanded by the rulers of Qi, Chu, Yan, Zhao, 

Han, Wei, Song, Wei, and Zhongshan. His of.farm implements 

ee branches were n in battle against spears and halberds, 

his roving conscripts in no way compared to the armies of the n es. 

matters of strategy and tactics, and other military arts, Chen was no match for 

the men of the past. . . . Qin, from a tiny base, had become a great power, 

ruling the land and receiving homage from all quarters for a hundred-odd years. 

Yet after they had unified the land and secured themselves within the pass, a 

single common rustic could nevertheless challenge this empire and cause its 

ancestral temples to topple and its ruler to die at the hand of others, a laugh- 

ingstock in the eyes of all. Why? Because the ruler lacked humaneness and 

oe because preserving power differs fundamentally from seizing power. 

. Had the Second Emperor been even a mediocre ruler who knew how 

mourned; had he divided the land = appointed deserving officials, thus setting 

un ae an me cng 
emptied the prisons and reduced harsh punishments, abolished group and fam- 

ily responsibilities for crimes and thus enabled people to return to their home 

areas; had he only reduced taxation and statutes to alleviate oppression, cur- 

tailed sumptuary laws, and, after all the above had been done, had he lightened 
punishments, thus enabling people under heaven to renew themselves and 
change their ways so as to conduct their lives properly, each respecting himself; 
had he indeed fulfilled the wishes of the multitudes and bestowed high virtue 
on them, he would have certainly brought peace and quiet to the world. Within 
the Four Seas, all would have been content with their lot, only fearing further 
change. Even if an occasional mean or calculating person had appeared, no 
desire to oppose the ruler would have been aroused, and unscrupulous officials 
would have had no excuse to give play to their ambitions. The villainy of vio- 
lence and deceit would have been eliminated. . . . 

During that time, the world saw many men of prescience and far-reaching 
vision. The reason for their not showing deep loyalty by helping to correct evils 
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[at court] lay in the Qin’s excesses in proscribing contrary opinions. Often 
before upright words could even be uttered, the body had met death. Thought- 
ful people of the empire would only listen and incline their ears, standing with 
one foot on the other, not daring to offer their services while keeping their 
mouths shut in silence. The three sovereigns lost the proper ile loya 
officials offered no cern Ee a eta Ge nA 
andannenny eae eee ee superiors, was this not a 
tragedy? 

[Xinshu, “Guo Oin lun” (SBCK 1:1a-8b) — DWYK] 

THE REBELLION OF CHEN SHE AND WU GUANG 

This description of the beginning of the maj gainst the r revolt ag e Qin dynasty is 

; e and Wu taken fro e biographies of its leaders, Chen S Guang, in the Records 
of the Grand Historian (Shiji) and the History of the Former Han (Hanshu). It illustrates 
how the severity of the Oin laws and institutions drove its people to such desperation 

at revolt became ival. 

TON hae Paton Yuu eas One oy wring ite eldsaiththeother 
hired men. Suddenly he stopped his plowing and went and stood on a hillock, 

wearing a look of profound discontent. After a long while he announced: “If I 

Or I 

” become rich and famous, L.will.not-forget the rest of you! 

‘he other farm hands laughed and answered, “You are nothing but a hired 

laborer. How could you ever become rich and famous?” 

ee “how could you little 

sparrows be ex d mbitions.of.a 

During the first year of the Second Emperor of Qin (209 B.c.£.), in the 

seventh month, an order came for a force of nine hundred men from the poor 

side of the town to be sent to garrison Yuyang. Chen She and Wu Guang were 

among those whose turn it was to go, and they were appointed heads of the 

levy of men. When the group had gone as far as Daze County, they encountered 

such heavy rain that the road became impassable. It was apparent that the men 

would be unable to,reach the appointed place, an offense punishable by death. 

Chen She and Wu Guang accordingly began to plot together. “As things stand, 

we face death whether we stay or run away,” they said, “while if we were to start 
at eemamnate teats oan 

a revolt we would likewise face death. Since we must die in any case, would it 

not be better to die fighting for the sake of a state?”... 

u uang had always been kind to others and many of the soldiers would 

do anything for him. When the officer in command was drunk, Wu Guang 

made a point of openly announcing several times that he was going to run away. 

In this way Wu ommander’s anger, get him to 

punish him, and so stir up the men’s ire and resentment. As Wu Guang had 

and the ambitions.o 

as a - 


